[Epidemiology of childhood cancer, a single-center study (1985-2016)].
Cancer is the second leading cause of death among children aged 5 to 14, after accidents. We conducted a study on the epidemiology of childhood cancer in the university pediatric oncology department of the CHU-CHR in Liège, Belgium. We studied a cohort of 662 patients between the ages of 0 and 17 whose malignancy diagnosis was made between 1985 and 2016. The analyzes were performed retrospectively using medical files. The number of new cases, the proportion of different cancers, sex ratio, age at diagnosis and survival at 5 and 10 years were the epidemiological factors studied.We have been able to show an increase in the number of new diagnoses per year. More than 40 % of childhood cancers occur before the age of five. The most common neoplasias are leukemias, tumors of the central nervous system and lymphomas. This distribution is influenced by age. All malignant tumours combined, we observed a slightly larger proportion of affected boys than girls. Overall survival at 5 years reaches 80.2 %. However, it varies according to the type of tumour from 59.3 % for malignant soft tissue tumors up to 100 % for hepatoblastomas.